It seems fitting that at this time, when the Glasgow Eye Infirmary is soon to celebrate its centenary, the history of its early days should be made known to the public of the city in which its beneficent work has been carried on. The writer of these notes has, for thirty years, been intimately associated with the Glasgow Eye Infirmary, and has taken a deep interest in its welfare and prosperity, and, by the kindness of the directors, has had the opportunity of gaining access to the early minute books, so that the information here placed on record is based on sure ground. In the year 1824, when the Glasgow Eye Infirmary first started its charitable mission, there was only one hospital of the voluntary type in the city, namely, the Royal Infirmary. To this patients with all kinds of diseases were expected to apply for assistance.
Specialism in medical science was unknown in Glasgow, and the medical practitioner was expected to know all there was to be known in all branches of the subject, and to carry out all possible means of alleviating suffering. In other countries, and even in other cities of this Empire, however, specialism had been growing rapidly and was now thriving, whilst in Glasgow, apparently, the necessary impetus was wanting.
Glasgow was comparatively a small city in 1824, but it was growing very rapidly. Gradually the industrial spirit was spreading which had begun a century earlier, and whilst its population increased from the number 20,000 in 1724, to about 150,000 in 1824, its extent increased proportionately. In 1724 the city extended from the Cathedral, down High 
